Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/08/07 : CIA-RDP92-00053R000300080011-2

RTTUZYWW RUTLAAA1857 2621819-UUUU=--RUDOMKA RUDOMLE RUQMIF RUQMFV
RUGMQF,

ZNR UUyuuU z yn

R 2219172 FER 8@

" FBIS WASH DC

TO RUDOMKA/FRIS LONDON UK

RUDOFLB/FBIS CAVERSHAM UK /
RUGMIF/FBIS AMMAN JO 1-°
0?0
RUGMFV/FBIS TFL AVIV IS W PRL
4&"."‘
RUQYOF/FBIS NICOSIA CY 7Ly
FRW A
o
UNCLAS LD

STAT

FEF WA 154, LD255 ON SAUDI PRFSS AGENCY:

NOTHING IS EVER EASY. SPA REPRESENTATIVE IS OUT OF TOWN AND WILL
RF FOR ANOTHER WEEK OR SO. I THINK WHAT WE MAY HAVE HERE, INSTEAD
OF TWO DIFFERENT PRESS AGENCIFS, IS ONE AGENCY THAT RENDERS ITS NAME
AND ACRONYM ONE WAY IN THE VERNACULAR AND A SLICHTLY DIFFERENT waAY
IN ENGLISH. I RECALL THAT WHEN I SPOKE TO THE SPA REPRESENTATIVE
EARLIFR, SHE APPEARED TO HAVE NO KMOWLEDGE OF ANOTHER SAUDI PRESS
AGENCY THAT MIGHT BE CALLED SNA. SHE WAS, HOWEVER, QUITE ADAMANT
THAT THE CORRECT (OR MAYBE, PREFERRED) RENDERING OF THE TITLE 1IN
ENCLISH WAS "SAUDI PRESS AGENCY (SPAY™. Af ANY RATE, I SHALL
RECHECK. 29/1823Z FEB
24
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REF WAL94 ON SAUD! PRESS AQENOYT

4} WOULDN'T WANT YOU TO THINK ANYTWING {8 SIMPLE WMBRE
SOURCEL INES ARE CONGERNED, BBC WAS DOUBTS ABOUT SWITGM
PROM SNA TO SPA, THEIR OPINJQN {8 TNAT TWO SHRARATE QROAN{ATIONS]
OR BRANOWES OF TWE SANMS ORGANJIATIONT ARS {NvoLvED, THBY WAVE
CONTAGTS WITH SAUD] PRESS AQENCY OPFION LONDON; AND 'f0DAY 8POKE
WITH OFF3QE DIRGCTOR, MH APRARENTLY SPEAKS LITTLE ENQLISH;
BUT EMPHASIZBD MORE TWAN ONGE THAT SRA AND SNA ARE ncQMPLAfELY
DIPFERENT," WE DECLINED 7O EXRLAIN THE DfPPBRENCE (OR MAY WAVE
BEEN UNABLE TQ DO 80 N ENOLISH)|

2y WWATEVER THE D{FFERENCE, !T DOUSNIT SEEM CLEARGUT]
BOC MROVIDED ME WITH A LETYERMEAD PROM THE 8SPA OPPFICE) ON WN{QN
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ENGLISH 18 "SAUDI PRESS AQENCYM AND TNE ARARIQ I8 "WAKALAT
ALWANBA! ASWSUTUDIYAMZ® WWIGM BBC MONITORS SAY QAN ONLY BE
TRANSLATED AS nGAUD] NEWS AQGENOY)®

3, THE OPENING ANNOUNGEMANT FOR THE BROTWNILE SNA AT TWG
BEGINNING OF GACHM TRANSMISSION DAY IS WTHE SAUD! NEWS AQNNCY
(WNAKALAT ALRANBA! ASSBUIUDIYYAM) QREETS YOU PROM RIYADW,®
IN ADDITION, MOST JTEMS TRANSM{TTED ARE PRECEQSD RY TNE ARABIC
ACRONYM nwWAW ALEF SIN;» WHIGM I8 BOUIVALENT 0 "SNAM [N TWE
LATIN ALPHABET, ¥NI8 SEEMS TQ INDICATE 'TWAT W@ AGENGY SXPECTS
CONSUMERS TQ IDENTIFY [T AS SNA RATHER THAN SRA,

4, WAVINO MADE THE SW]TOM, BUREAU WiLL OONTINUE 70 ySE
SOURCELINE "RIYADW SPA IN ARABLGN POR NOW; MQWEVAR, 9BC I8
NOT AT ALL CONVINGRD THAT TWE SAUDIS [NTEND FOR BOTH INA AND
SPA O BE OONSIDERED §INQLE ENTITY IDENTIF{ED AS 8AUD] PRESS
AGENCY, CAN YOU RBOWECK W{TW REPREGENTATIVE YOU TALKED
WITH, AND DETERMINE DIFFEAENGE GETWEEN SNA AND SMA, [F ANYY
R0/44232 res
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TH® LOCAL REPRESENT AT IVE OF THE SAUDI ARABIAN NEWS
ACFNCY HAS REQUESTED THAT WE REFER TO IT AS THE “SAUDI PRESS AGENCY"
WITH THF ACRONYM "SPA™., WE PLAN TO COMPLY,

FFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY, PLFASE USE SOURCEL INE "RIYADH SAUCI PRECC
ARTICY (SPA)Y IN ARABIC™, DROPPING THE "SAUDI PRESS AGENCY"™ PORTION
AND U'TING ONLY THE ACRONYM AFTER A FEVW DAYS. SUGGEST YOU INCLUDFE
SUCLUS ON FIRST FEW ITEMS FILED WITH THIS NEW SOURCEL INE
I ICATING SOURCE WAS FORMERLY IDENT IFIED AS "SNA", UNLESS anM
FNCLICH S ANGUAGE SOURCE DOES OTHERWISE, PLEASF ALSO USE NEW STYLF
I¥ "PITORIAL COPY. THIS COORD INATED WITH DRD, WSS, 21/197237 FER

o
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LOGNOTE -- Chief, Field Coverage Staff, 23 February 193¢0

SAUDI PRESS AGENCY REQUEST

1. At the Tequest of LRB, I contacted Ms. Naila al-Sowa el,
Washington representative and correspondent 6f the Sau Tess
Agency (861-0324). Ms, Al-Sowayel had contacted LRB to note
that we were referring to her agency as the Saudi Arabian Nows
Agency, (SNA) in our Daily Reports when the correct name was the
Saudi Press Agency, or SPA. From my brief discussion with Ms,
Al-Sowayel and a check with NEAAD, it appears that our rendering
of SNA was based on our tramslation of the Arabic name of the
agency--Wakalat al-Anba' as Sa'udiyah -- which although tech-
?1cai%y correct, is not the rendering preferred by the agency
ts. L ]

é. I thanked Ms. Al-Sowayel for the information and said we
would correct our rendering of the agency's name and acronym.
A nessage, coordinated with DRD and the Wire, has been sent
to the field requesting the change. Ms, Al-Sowayel a peared
to have no probleas with FBIS using SPA material and in fact
indicated her office was ready to provide any assistance we
might need.

cc: AC/OPS, C/NE D, C/LRB, C/DRD, FCS Files (Cov 1-Saudia
Arabia, OPS 9-0) . —
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